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Suggested Notes Prior to Reading this Consumer Price Index (CPI) Report

e Before moving forward to Ebeye CPI, readers are suggested to review this publication to
understand better the information presented in this report.

e EPPSO did not conduct the CPI collection on Ebeye during the 3™ quarter of 2019 due to
the dengue outbreak which started in August 7, 2019.

e Please note that the data presented in 4™ quarter is compared with the price data from
the 2" quarter.



Majuro CPl went up by 0.12 percent in the 4" quarter 2019

The quarterly Majuro Consumer Price Index (CPI) went up by 0.12 percent after a downfall of -
0.06 percent in the previous quarter.

Four of the CPI’s nine groups showed an upward contribution which came from Food, Alcoholic
Beverage, Housing utilities and major appliances, and Other goods and services groups. Food
group showed an increase trend of 0.38 percent in the 4t™"quarter compared to -1.12 percent
drop in the 3" quarter. Alcoholic beverage showed an increase trend of 2.28 percent in the 4t
quarter compared to -0.40 percent drop in the 3™ quarter. Housing utilities and major
appliances group showed an increase trend of 0.05 percent compared to an increase of 1.08
percent in the 3" quarter. Other goods and services group increased to 0.31 percent in the 4t
quarter compared to -2.27 percent drop in the 3™ quarter.

Two of the CPI’s nine groups made a downward contribution which came from Apparel and
Transportation groups. Apparel group fell by -0.84 percent in the 4™ quarter compared to 5.51
percent increased in the 3™ quarter. Transportation group went down by -0.49 percent in the
4t quarter compared to 1.02 percent increased in the 3" quarter.

Other groups, such as Medical care, Recreation and Education and communication remain

unchanged this quarter.

Majure Consumer Price Index, 4th gtr 2019
1stQir | 2nQir 3rd Qir 4th Qir 1stQir | 2nd Qir | 3rd Qir | 4th Qir 1st Qir 2nd Qir 3rd Qir 4th Qir
Weights| 2017 27 2017 2017 2018 2018 2018 2018 2019 2019 2019 2019

All Group 10000 14581 14673 14769 14755 14745 1760 14811 1RS2 14679 14536 14528 14545
Food 3591 15393 15487 15620 15623 157.14 157.06 157.75 15852 15605 154.06 15234 15291
Alcoholic Beverage 168 14453 14816 14768 14717 147.17 14717 14717 14506 14506 15088 15028 153.72
Housing, Utilities and Major Appliances 1707 20608 20608 20621 20621 20621 20621 20621 20821 20655 20646 208 69 WET9
Apparel 433 11429 11435 11657 11698 10172 9958 10424 107.19 10676 109.05 115.05 114.09
Transportation 1373 15386 15386 15525 15495 15823 159.84 16025 15964 15767 15766 159.26 158 48
Medical Care 223 10022 10022 10022 10022 10022 10022 10022 10022 10022 10022 10022 10022
Recreation 232 8557 8557 8557 8557 85.57 8557 8557 8557 25.49 §9.58 8958 8958
Education and Comm. 656 12039 12039 12039 12039 12039 12039 12039 12039 12039 12036 12036 12036
Other Goods and Services 1617 9109 5433 9543 54.71 63.50 9371 9371 5407 29.70 8459 8267 8292
Quanberly Change

All Group 10000 035 0.63 065 009 007 on 0 028 117 087 -0.06 [1})
Food 3591 -128 061 086 0.02 058 0.05 044 0.49 -156 -127 112 038
Alcoholic Beverage 168 064 251 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 000 128 0.00 122 -0.40 138
Housing. Utilities and Major Appliances 1707 0.00 0.00 0.06 0.00 0.00 0.00 000 0.00 0.17 004 108 0.05
Apparel 433 080 0.05 195 035  -13.48 1.62 469 283 -0.40 214 551 084
Transportation 13.73 099 0.00 0S50 -0.19 212 1.02 025 038 124 001 102 049
Medical Care 223 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 000 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Recreation 232 000 0.00 000 0.00 0.00 0.00 000 0.00 459 010 0.0 0.00
Education and Comm. 656 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 000 0.00 0.00 003 0.00 0.00
Other Goods and Services 16.17 022 356 117 076 127 0.22 0.00 039 465 570 227 031

Source: EPPSO



Majuro Consumer Price Index, 2017-2019,All Groups
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Food Group
The following individual items make an upward contribution to CPl movement based on the
higher price in the 4thquarter:
e Cereal up by .04 percent
e Corn-beef went up by 0.03 percent
e Canned luncheon meat went up by 0.04 percent
e Canned Mackerel went up by 0.07 percent
e Whole chicken went up by 0.11 percent
Alcoholic Beverage
This item also made a slight upward contribution to CPl movement in this quarter:
e Beer went up by 0.02 percent
Housing, Utilities and major appliances
The main upward contribution came from the following items in the 4™ quarter:
e Refrigerator went up by 0.08 percent
e Air conditioner went up by 0.05 percent
Apparel
The main downward trend came from the following items in the CPI 4" quarter:
e Other women'’s and girls’ clothing went down by 0.04 percent
e Zorrie went down by 0.04 percent
Transportation
The main downward contribution came from the lower prices of gasoline in the CPI 4t quarter:
e Gasoline went down by 0.02 percent
Other goods and Services group
This item made a slight upward contribution to CPl movement in this quarter:
e Toilet paper also went up by 0.01 percent



Ebeye CPl Movement: 4" Quarter, 2019

Ebeye Consumer Price Index (CPI) fell by -0.41 percent in the 4™ quarter compared to 0.92 percent

increased in the previous quarter. The main driver of this downward trend came from the two main

sources of which are Transportation and Other goods and Services groups.

Transportation group went down by -2.92 percent in the 4" quarter while during the 2" quarter the

price index remains unchanged. Other goods and services group fell by -7.39 percent in the 4" quarter
compared to 12.47 percent increased in the 2" quarter.

One of the CPI’s nine groups made an upward contribution which came from Food group. Food group

went up by 1.19 percent in the 4™ quarter compared to -0.24 percent drop in the 2" quarter.

Other groups, such as Alcoholic beverage, Housing utilities and major appliances, Apparel, Medical care,

Recreation, and Education and communication all remain unchanged in the 4" quarter.

Ebeve Consumer Price Index Movement: 4th Quarter, 2019 - All Group

120 Qtr |Znd Qtr [ 3rd Qtr | 3vd Q |4th Q| 12t Q (20dQ | 3rdQ (4th Q| 12t Q | 2nd Q | 4th Q
Weight| 2013 2013 2013 2017 | 2017 | 2018 2018 2018 | 2018 | 2019 019 2019

All Group 10000 13566 13585 13619 14648 146.99 14717 148.24 149.90 14965 14699 148.34 147.74
Food 457 145 63 14897 15071 17131 17217 173.56 173.8% 176.81 175684 16826 16785 169.85
Alcoholic Beverage 15 95.10 85.10 9510 9829 8560 8928 9928 8563 10052 10212 10212 10212
Housing, Utilities and Major Appliances 158 131.24 131.24 131.24 130,08 130.08 130.08 13008 130.08 130.08 130,08 13008 130.08
Apparel 6.1 12494 12494 12494 15413 15858 14728 14728 14728 15354 15482 15482 15482
Transportation 12.3 139.95 138.95 13995 131.79 131.7% 13963 13963 13983 13877 13821 13821 13515
Medical Care 0.9 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 4100.00 100.00 100.00
Recreation 22 71.90 71.90 7190 7190 71.90 7190 71580 7180 7180 7190 71.90 71.80
Education and Comm. 44 100.00 100.00 100.00 10973 10975 10975 10975 109.75 10975 10875 10975 109.75
Other Goods and Services 101 117.44 117.97 11787 11403 11403 11399 1139% 117.50 117.00 12325 13882 12838
Ouarterly Change

All Group 100.00 1.97 0.14 0.26 0.41 0.35 0.12 0.73 112 016 -1.78 092 041
Food 487 1.64 0.20 048 122 0.51 0.81 0.1% 1.68 -0.66 420 -0.24 1.1%
Alcohelic Beverage 15 325 0.00 0.00 000 274 3.86 000 368 512 1.59 0.00 0.00
Housing, Utilities and Major Appliances 158 2.09 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 000 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Apparel 6.1 451 0.00 0.00 281 1.59 -5.04 0.00 0.00 425 0.71 0.00 0.00
Transportation 12.3 748 0.00 0.00 -0.28 0.00 5495 0.00 0.00 061 0.32 o.o00  -282
Medical Care %] 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 000 0.00 0.00 0.00
Recreation 2.2 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0 0.00 0.00 0.00
Education and Comm. 44 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.0 0.00 0.00 0.00
Other Goods and Services 101 -342 0.45 0.00 474 000 -0.03 0.00 307 042 5.34 1247 -7.3%8

Source: EPPSO



Ebeve, Quarterlv Change Q1 2013 - Q4 2019, All Groups
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Food Group
Food prices went upward by 1.19 percent in the 4" quarter compared to -0.24 percent in the 2™
qguarter. The main upward contributions came from the following food items listed below:

e  Flour went up by 0.05 percent

e Canned corned beef went up by 0.05 percent

e Whole chicken up 0.21 percent

e Chip-potato/banana up 0.37 percent

Transportation
The main downward contribution came from the lower prices of gasoline on Ebeye during 4" quarter.
e Gasoline down 0.07 percent
Other goods and services
The main downward contribution came from the lower prices of toilet paper on Ebeye during the 4"
quarter.
e Toilet paper down 0.12 percent



Majuro-Ebeye Comparison

As illustrated in the chart below, the trends continue with the average prices of commonly purchased
goods remain higher in Ebeye compared to Majuro over the 2" and 4™ quarters of 2019. In the 2™
quarter, the cost of common goods totaled $138 in Majuro: whereas, in Ebeye, the same basket of
goods cost $174 (0.26 percent difference) in the 2" quarter 2019. In the 4™ quarter, the average prices
of common goods totaled $138 in Majuro: Meanwhile, in Ebeye, the same basket of goods cost $172 or
a 1 percent drop compared to 2™ quarters. The average prices of flour, rice, canned meat and frozen
meat went down 1 percent in Ebeye during the 4" quarter.

Majuro CPI remains the same over the 2" and 4™ quarters while Ebeye shows 1 percent drop from the
2" quarters. The average prices of common goods such as rice, flour, canned meat, and frozen meat
went down 1 percent in Ebeye during 4™ quarter while in Majuro the average prices of common goods
remain unchanged in the 4" quarter.

Majuro and Ebeye Price Comparsion, 4th gtr 2019
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