Sixth Meeting of the Pacific Energy Advisory Group (PEAG)
16 – 18 November 2015
Suva, Fiji

Summary Record of the Meeting outcomes
Key Decisions Made:

a. The meeting directed SPC that, despite the turnover on the USA personnel, it should make sure that the follow up regional funding project proposal decided at the July 2015 transforming the Pacific Energy System workshop does not fall into the cracks.

b. The meeting noted the important role played by the PRDR in supporting the completion of the National Minimum Development Indicators for energy in the MDGs and directed SPC to carry out the same for the SDGs. 
c. The meeting directed that the work of roadmaps should be broadened and extended to include analysis of the least costs options to achieving the adopted national energy targets.  

d. The meeting supported the establishment of the Pacific Regulators Network and tasked SPC to continue its support to convene a meeting of the Pacific Regulators in 2016. 

e. The meeting directed that grid stability studies should be extended to include the economic analysis and costings so that the least cost option(s) of achieving the targets can be identified.   
f. Regional agencies were encouraged to take on PIC interns and students as part of building capacity on energy in the region. 

g. The meeting supported the development of a regional funding proposal on biofuel and directed SPC to continue the development of the proposal in a consultative process. 

h. Noted the 2016 WLPGA Oceania Regional Summit in Australia in 2016 and directed SPC to ensure Pacific-specific issues and ideas are included in the summit’s agenda.
i. The meeting directed SPC and UNIDO to keep the PEAG informed and to be consulted on the development on the PCREEE, as it was mandated by ministers to oversee the establishment and operationalising of the Pacific Centre for RE and EE.
Session 1: Registration & Opening Session
The 6th meeting of the PEAG was led with a prayer by Solomone Fifita, Deputy Director (Energy) at the Pacific Community (SPC). The opening address was by the Deputy Director (Transport) Mr. Thierry Nervale and his speech is attached as Annex 1. 

The meeting was attended by representatives of governments and administrations from American Samoa, Cook Islands, Fiji, Palau, Niue, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu. Other representatives include the International Union for the Conservation of Nature, The Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, the Pacific Power Association, The University of the South Pacific, The European Union, International Renewable Energy Agency, Global Green Growth Institute, Sustainable Energy Industry Association of the Pacific Islands, United Nations Development Programme, the United Nations Industrial Development Organization, Sunergise and MV Solar. The Participants List is attached as Annex 2.

 Session 2: Coordination & Leadership 
Progress Report on the 2014 Energy Ministers Meeting and PEAG 5
The meeting was updated on the progress with the implementation of the Denarau Communique and PEAG 5. 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS) Conference

The meeting noted the significant advances made in carrying out activities and partnerships that were pledged at the 3rd SIDS Conference in Samoa. This include:

· The completion of the joint SPC-IRENA regional RE workshop funded by the USA at Honolulu, Hawaii;
· The completion of the drafting of the Pacific Efficient Lighting Strategy pledged by UNEP;
· The completion of electrification / women empowerment projects in PNG, SI and Vanuatu under the M3P;
· The roll out of the Small Energy Projects Programme (SEPP) announced at PEAG 5. 2 MoAs for Cooking for Life projects in Kiribati and Tuvalu have been singed and their implementation is currently underway. 3 MoAs for electrification projects in the Solomon Is have been signed and their implementation is underway;

· Carrying out the competitive tender process for the hosting of the Pacific Centre for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency, and 
· A World Bank-funded Technical Assistance to the Pacific Regional Data Repository (PRDR).

The meeting was informed of the lack of progress on following up with the outcome of the SPC-IRENA regional RE workshop, particularly on the development of a regional proposal to the Green Environment Fund. The meeting directed SPC that, despite the turnover on the USA personnel, it should make sure that the follow up regional proposal does not fall into the cracks. 
Sustainable Development Goals

The meeting was pleased to note the adoption of the SDGs and the inclusion of Goal 7 - Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all.  It noted the sentiments of the outcome of the 46th Pacific Islands Forum on the need to develop indicators that are appropriate and relevant to the region, which can also be used to measure progress in the Pacific Regionalism Framework and the Samoa Pathway but which will reduce the burden of reporting at the national level.  The meeting noted the important role played by the PRDR in supporting the completion of the National Minimum Development Indicators for energy in the MDGs and directed SPC to carry out the same for the SDGs. 
Planning, Policy and Regulatory Frameworks

The meeting noted SPC’s effort to follow through with the ministers’ direction for further support on energy regulation, through the recruitment of the Energy Policy and Regulation Adviser and regretted that the contract has to be terminated for operational reasons.    
The meeting also noted SPC effort to discuss ways to convene or establish a network or alliance of Pacific Energy Regulators. 

The meeting congratulated Niue on the recent launching of its Energy Roadmap and was pleased with the collaborative effort between SPC, IRENA, PPA and others to finalise the Kiribati Energy Roadmap. 
The meeting directed that the work of roadmaps should be broadened and extended to include analysis of the least costs options to achieving the adopted national energy targets.  
Petroleum 

The meeting was informed of the completion of the LNG/LPG study, in collaboration with PRIF, the WB, PPA and SPC and the launching of the report at the joint SPC-IRENA workshop in Honolulu in July. 

The meeting was reminded of the annual USD50,000 is putting up to have access to the petroleum market data from Platts. It noted Cooks Is, Tonga, Kiribati, Solomon Is, the Fiji Commerce Commission and Palau Public Utilities Board as regular users of this service and urged members to make use of this professional service that is available for free to members of the Pacific Community.        

The meeting was encouraged by the feedback from the Cook Is that the petroleum advisory services they have received from SPC has been stellar and dramatic.  

Renewable Energy
The meeting was updated on the completion of the bidding process to host the PCREEE and the Energy Ministers agreement to a joint proposal of SPC, USP, SPREP, PPA and PIFS to host the PCREEE and their direction for the PEAG to oversee and monitor the establishment and operationalization of the PCREEE. 
The meeting noted that there has been no further progress in getting the PV guidelines adopted at the national level and the publication and a regional workshop on solar water heaters.  

The meeting congratulated Fiji on the successful completion of its RE Investment Forum. 

Electric Power  

The meeting congratulated PPA and its partners for the completion and publication of the 2012 Power Utility Benchmarking study and noted that the report is available online from the PPA website.

The meeting noted that grid stability is still an area for further work and studies and for these experiences to be widely shared among and outside of the region.

 Energy Efficiency (Transport) 
The meeting noted SPC’s effort to promote low carbon transport and that a concept note on green ports is currently being developed and will be discussed with PICTs and development partners.

Energy Efficiency and Conservation  
It was noted that, except for the PACLIGHT, the other three EE concepts (PACCITY, PACBUILD and PACWATER) tabled at the Energy Officials Meeting last year have not progressed further due to lack of interest and commitments to submit them to the GEF for funding. The meeting was however pleased with the progress of the PACLIGHT, by way of the Pacific Efficient Lighting Strategy (PELS).    
Finance, Monitoring and Evaluation 

The meeting acknowledged the kind and generous support of the Government of Australia, the WB and the EUEI PDF to the monitoring and evaluation works of the SPC Energy Programme. 

It noted that decision by ministers for SPC to assume the permanent host of the PRDR and for the PEAG to provide the oversight on the development of the PRDR. 

Session 3: Policy, Planning and Regulatory Framework
Energy Sector Legal Frameworks

Tonga provided an update of their effort to draft an energy sector bill. The meeting noted that the exercise:
· Originated from the Tonga Energy Road Map (TERM) and its principle of - Clear, appropriate and effective institutional, legal and regulatory frameworks that defines the roles of Government, TPL and the private sector
· The exercise is backed by a Cabinet Decision approving the principles of the reform and for work to progress
· ATonga-WB-SPC partnership is currently in place to carry out the exercise as a phased approach:
· Phase 1: Preparation – to be focused on the analysis of the current energy framework, to identify issues, gaps and priorities for the reform to focus on
· Phase 2: Identification of policy and reform 
· Phase 3: Preparation  of the Bill
Phase 1 - Study confirmed: 

· legal, institutional and legislative arrangements in the energy sector are highly fragmented and the legal framework will attempt to streamline the functions of the respective stakeholders /entities. 
· the need for the Energy Framework Bill to create a centralised oversight function on energy matters in the Energy Department. 
· need to clarify and shape the role and functions of the regulator, and whether the Energy Framework Bill should create a sector-wide Energy Regulator.
· Government to consider setting in the Energy Framework Bill consistent and clearly defined core principles and objectives, to ensure harmonisation and coordination of any initiative, while retaining flexibility to adapt to evolving priorities
· Government should also consider how to ensure effective implementation of Bill. 
· Significant progress has been made  but more to go and this will take time

Palau updated the meeting on  the progress with  their energy legislation and what has been achieved so far:  
· Heart of the Bill is for the establishment of an Energy Administration. 

· The bill has been passed by the upper house and currently with the lower house which will be passed by the November 2015 session. 

· There is positive indication by Government in that the PEO has been allocated funds, for the first time, from the government 2015-2016 national budget

Vanuatu - The meeting was informed that Vanuatu is also working on its energy sector legislations in order to strengthen the coordination and management of the sector. Wastes solar batteries was highlighted as an example of an area where Acts may originate from multiple jurisdictions.  
The existing wiring standards in Vanuatu currently only cover from the grid up to the meter but it does not extend to the wiring inside the house and this is something that Vanuatu is looking forward to amend in its current legislation.    
The meeting noted that the energy sector legislative frameworks would assist in the coordination of the sector and bringing all the stakeholders under one  “umbrella”. It will also assist in the removal of “performance distortions” in the sector. If an agency has a legislation but is not carrying out its roles under the legislation then that responsibility should be considered to be transferred to someone else who is better placed to carry out that role.  
Establishment of a Pacific Islands Energy Regulators Group  
The meeting was reminded of the energy ministers’ direction last year for ADB and SPC to continue to collaborate in providing technical assistance to assist PICTs to address their energy sector regulation challenges. This was further emphasized at the joint SPC-IRENA RE workshop in Honolulu in July where partners agreed to:

· assist PICTs in making the organizational, regulatory and legislative transformations required to attract renewable energy investments
· establish a Forum of Pacific Utility Regulators to combat the lack of regulatory expertise in the region and to share best practices,
· consider the formation of a Supra-national regional back up support at SPC for countries without a regulator. 
· SPC should facilitate cooperation between independent regulators in the Pacific and offer services/training to others without an independent regulator
The meeting noted the absence of regulators from Samoa, Tonga and Vanuatu but felt it was important that members are aware of this development. 

Various models were presented to the meeting. These included:

· The Pacific Islands Legal Officers Network - PILON 
· Pacific ICT Regulatory Resource Centre – PIRRC
· A proposed Office  of  the Pacific  Energy  Regulators  Alliance – OPERA
· The Pacific Maritime Transport Alliance – PMTA

· The Sustainable Energy Industry Association of the Pacific Islands - SEIAPI
These models included some that has been in existence for 4 to 40+ years including their objectives, purposes and membership. On the proposal for a Pacific Islands Energy Regulators Alliance /Network:

· Cook Islands, Fiji and American Samoa expressed their support for such a network in that there are areas /experiences that can be shared to help each country

· It was also highlighted that there are current ad-hoc sharing of experience without such a network such as the Fiji Commerce Commission’s partnership with the Australian Competition Commission as well as the Tonga Competent Authority visiting the Fiji Commerce Commission on petroleum pricing.

· Participants reported the increasing move in countries to benchmark against other PICs and the need to know how they are featuring in respect to neighbouring PICTs

The meeting supported the establishment of the Pacific Regulators Network and tasked SPC to continue its support to convene a meeting of the Pacific Regulators in 2016. 

The meeting noted the expression of interest by the Tonga Electricity Commission   to hosting a Regulators Forum in 2016.
Session 4: Power
Pacific Power Association

The meeting noted PPA’s 25th Annual Conference which will be held in Tonga on the week beginning 15th August 2016. 
The meeting also acknowledged WB’s support to PPA through the Sustainable Energy Industry Development Project and look forward for the implementation of this project. 
The meeting noted that grid stability is a key issue in the power sector of the PICTs, particularly as countries continue to integrate more renewable energy into their grids in order to meet their respective energy roadmap targets. The meeting directed  that grid stability studies should be extended to include the economic analysis and costings so that the least cost option(s) of achieving the targets can be identified.   
Power Production & Purchasing – An Enterprise Outlook
The meeting was informed of the three approaches to financing solar growth: donor financed, utility/bank financed and Enterprise/IPP financed. Sunergise explained the solar commercial models on capex as against Power Purchase Agreement and the different processes involved. 

The meeting was encouraged to learn of Sunergise’s projects in Fiji, particularly on a brewery in NZ, at the Radisson Blu hotel (420 kW) in Fiji, a project with the RB Patel supermarket (135 kW), one at a rooster poultry farm at Ba (515 kW) and at the Apparel Manufacturing (257 kW).   
Energise emphasized the importance of the policy support for private investors, including:

· Clarity on regulation & IPP framework
· IPP licensing entities
· Framework – buyers/sellers, qualifications, obligations regarding network impact
· Stable feed-in tariff structure; clarity on process
· Renewable energy duty/tax incentives
· Information exchange – renewable energy initiatives towards top consumers, smart meter histories, etc.
· Competent & accredited workforce
Session 5: Regional Renewable Energy & Energy Efficiency Projects/ Programmes: 2015 achievements & 2016 plans 

MV Solar

The meeting was informed of MV Solar’s establishment in Fiji, its services and projects in Fiji, including in the tourism sector.  

MV Solar Fiji in partnership with Coralview Island Resort currently has a Fiji Solar Showcase at the Coralview Island Resort, a live demonstration for those interested in seeing solar technology in  action. The 50kW solar field and 540kWh battery Showcase supplies Coralview Island resort with all of its electricity needs. It has been built by  MV Solar Fiji Pty Ltd to the same exacting Australian standards as part of their permanent move into the Fiji market.

MV Solar Fiji also sell, install and service a range of other products for the Fiji resort and off grid village market including:

· Desalination units and solar pumping systems
· Commercial and residential solar electric heat pump hot  water and pool heating systems 
· Small village home and church off grid solar systems
USP
The meeting acknowledged USP’s research activities as well as its targeted courses and programmes on renewable energy, both at the undergraduate and Masters levels. .    

MSc and PhD research topics as well as sample research publications on energy were demonstrated as well as the demonstration of some sponsored projects in the communities in Fiji - solar water pumping, solar refrigeration, electric vehicles. 
An update on the L3EAP was provided including a generic course in energy access, security and efficiency 
(EASE) for energy practitioners being developed by the  
three project partners (HAW Hamburg, Mauritius and USP). 
The lack of interests by PICT tertiary students to do research on the energy sector was noted. Regional agencies were encouraged to take on PIC interns and students as part of building capacity on energy in the region. 

North REP

The meeting acknowledged the partnerships between the EU, FSM, RMI, Palau and SPC and the achievements of the North REP to date:
· 3 PICTs = total population of approx. 300,000
· Affects 12% of the total population of the 3 PICTs
· 1.8MW of renewable energy (RE) – new installations
· 17,000 people access to basic electricity for the first time
· 20,000 people improved access
· Public facilities: 5 health Centres & 15 Schools – first time access
· Contribution to meeting the National Energy Policy targets
· Institutionalization of RE course on grid connected PV
· Access to finance: EE retrofitting loans programme for residential & commercial buildings
The meeting noted the lessons learnt including the need for:

· Better integration of energy with livelihood activities
· Better rewarding community assistance

· Allow for Typhoon / Hurricane
The meeting also learnt of the challenges in implementing the North REP, including:
· Transportation arrangements
· Sustainability approaches
· Meeting demands (small community projects – e.g. up to US$50k – linking to proposal /project development training)
· Bridging into next funding cycle(s) 
· Fostering of more partners (co-funding) and synchronizing implementing timeframes
The Pacific Efficiency Lighting Strategy (PELS)

The meeting acknowledged the generous support of UNEP-GEF en.lighten initiative, Australia’s Department of Industry and Science, SPC and others in supporting the development of the PELS. It further acknowledged the achievements made: 
· Completion of the Regional Status Report on efficient lighting in PICTs in November 2014

· Completion of the inception workshop in September 2014, technical validation workshop in August 2015 and the final draft Strategy document.
The meeting appreciated the coordinated development of the PELS to guide the region’s transition to high efficiency, environmentally sound lighting by 2020. The following was noted:

· Lighting accounts for 18% of PICTs household electricity consumption

· PELS targets lighting end-uses in residential, commercial/government buildings,  street and outdoor lighting.  
· Phase I (2016 - 2017) will focus on building strong foundations for a lighting transition, through establishment of supporting regulatory frameworks, product registration and database systems, and development of recommended measures for sectoral lighting improvements in each participating country. 
· Phase II (2017 - 2018) will concentrate on the implementation of the efficient lighting activities and measures recommended in Phase I
· Phase III (2019 – 2020) will focus on efforts to harmonise and enhance the effectiveness of efficient lighting programmes in PICTs.
The meeting endorsed the Pacific Efficient Lighting Strategy (2016 – 2020).

PACTVET

The meeting noted the progress with the implementation of the PACTVET project and emphasised the need for grass root level training to be  accredited and included in the courses to be developed by the project. 
 IRENA

The meeting congratulated IRENA for the completion of the RRAs for Fiji, Kiribati, RMI and Vanuatu, summarised as below:

· Policy, Legislation, Regulation and Capacity Building to support RE Development:  Both Kiribati and RMI wants to establish a National Energy Coordinating Committee.  Kiribati, RMI and Vanuatu wants their existing policies and legislations reviewed. 
· RE for Rural electrification, only country specific recommendations
· Grid Integration of Renewables – Kiribati, RMI and Vanuatu wants to have a grid stability study carried out. RMI has completed this study and was carried out by Japan.
· Grid Connected RE (Solar, Wind, Geothermal, Hydro): Fiji and Vanuatu have the potential to develop geothermal. Kiribati, RMI and Vanuatu recommends appropriate standards and guidelines, technical capacity building and training on grid connected PV; RMI & Vanuatu recommends financing schemes and participation for privately owned systems.
· Coconut Oil for Power Generation and Transport: RMI wants to explore Coconut Oil to be used for power generation. Kiribati wants to explore CNO for both power generation and transport.
The meeting recognized that though the study was carried out by IRENA, implementation of the recommendation is up to the choice of the country concerned. The meeting emphasized that the roadmaps and these RRAs should be broadened and extended to include identifying the least cost options for achieving the adopted national energy targets.  

On Geothermal, the meeting noted that SPC’s – Geo Science Division currently hosts the Pacific Geothermal Working Group that includes PNG, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Fiji, Tonga, Samoa, American Samoa and the Marianna Islands. The meeting was informed of the Global Geothermal Alliance and other initiative by IRENA such as the Global Renewable Energy Islands Network and the SIDS Lighthouse Initiative. 
GGGI

The meeting was introduced to the GGGI, history and key events and its govewrnance structure and thematic areas [cities, land use, energy and water], 
GGI has 24 member countries, with 27 Projects in 19 Countries, including Fiji and Vanuatu. 
· In Fiji, the Ministry of Finance is the counterpart agency. In 2015, GGGI is supporting the Government of Fiji with integrating the national Green Growth Framework for Fiji into the new National Development Plan and the capital budget.
· In 2016, GGGI will work with the Ministry of Finance and a line ministry to undertake a pre-feasibility study on a project within a priority sector and identify financing (from public and private sources) for implementing this project. This project will have a strong poverty alleviation focus, and will serve to demonstrate that green growth is an effective model of development for Fiji.
· The counterpart agency in Vanuatu is the Ministry of Climate Change, Government of Vanuatu. In 2015, GGGI is supporting the Government of Vanuatu with revising the National Energy Roadmap (focusing on energy efficiency and green growth) and conducting an assessment on a green energy financing facility.
· In 2016, GGGI will support the Ministry of Climate Change with developing an implementation plan for the NERM and finalizing the NERM revision. Following this, assistance will be provided on selecting, prioritizing, and implementing a green growth energy project. Support may also be provided on establishing a green energy financing facility.
Session 6: Petroleum 

The meeting noted the oil spills and incidents in A/Samoa was a “major” in the fines involved rather than the quantity of oil involved. 

The meeting supported the development of a regional funding proposal on biofuel and directed SPC to continue the development of the proposal in a consultative process. 

Noted the 2016 WLPGA Oceania Regional Summit in Australia in 2016 and directed SPC to ensure Pacific-specific issues and ideas are  included in the summit’s agenda. Cooks Is expressed its interest to participate in the Summit.
Session 7: National RE & EE case studies
The meeting congratulated Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu with their achievements on the implementation of their roadmaps / master plan. It emphasized the importance of the least cost options.  

The meeting noted the recent launching of the Niue Energy Roadmap with its costed options for achieving its national energy targets. The meeting encouraged regional agencies and development partners to financial support the identified activities with unsecured funding in the roadmap.     
Session 8: Low carbon Transport 
The meeting appreciated IUCN’s low carbon transport initiatives. 
SPC

The meeting was informed of SPC’s low carbon initiative, based mostly on the International Maritime Organisation’s (IMO) Concept of Sustainable Maritime Transportation System (SMTS). Strategies for low carbon development were share with the meeting, including:
· Fossil Fuel Substitution
· Cleaner Fossil Fuel 
· Energy Efficiency  
· UNFCCC Compliance, and the 
· International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973 (MARPOL) compliance
SPC’s low carbon activities were also shared with the meeting, including:

· Promotion of the Green Pacific Port initiative
· Workshop on Energy Efficiency in transport (transport and energy officials to discuss energy efficiency and fossil fuel substitution in transport) in 2016
· Prepare the agenda of the Transport and Energy ministers’ meeting to be held in 2017
· Practical activities with the Pacific Island Domestic Ship Safety Programme (PIDSS) – Safety Management System on board domestic vessels (but safety-oriented QMS covers also pollution prevention including energy efficiency)
The meeting acknowledged and supported SPC’s planned low carbon transport effort, on Green Pacific Ports Initiative, and directed SPC to continue to foster closer consultations and collaborations between the energy and transport officials.
Session 9: Data

The meeting appreciated the progress with the PRDR. It acknowledged the support of ESCAP, the WB, Australia and EUEI PDF in advancing this work.

The meeting was informed of the immediate goals of the PRDR for 2016 noting the need to:

· To sign data sharing agreements with member country’s energy data sources to submit data as collected to the PRDR
· To obtain agreements with international agencies and donor organizations to provide non-confidential energy related data, reports and project papers to the PRDR for public access.
· Obtain funding for five years of operation at around USD 180,000 per year.
The meeting noted the next steps for SPC to circulate the draft copy of the PRDR operational report to the PEAG members for their comments. This will lead to the development of the PRDR Strategy document which will be circulated for endorsement in 2016.
Session 10: PCREEE
The meeting noted the progress with the PCREEE and congratulated SPC and UNIDO for the successful finalization of the preparatory phase. The importance of the centre to facilitate SIDS-SIDS cooperation in partnership with CCREEE, ECREEE under SIDS DOCK framework was underlined. 

The meeting acknowledged the work of the PIFS in convening the work of the selection panel. It congratulated the SPC, PPA, PIFS, SPREP and USP on being endorsed to host the Centre.
USP appreciated the opportunity to be at the meeting and expressed apologies for attending the meeting late. Aritesh Lal, the Manager of Development at USP stated that USP is a partner in this very important centre for the Pacific, and acknowledged firstly the efforts made by SPC  and UNIDO and all the other stakeholders that are in this room here in order to enhance the progress towards initiating this centre here.  We noted by the presentations by Martin and Solomone  that the decision to host the centre in Tonga is still in process and nothing is finalized yet, in light of that we would like  to add, if there are some level of discussions with other stakeholders including SPREP, USP and those who are serving as spokes, because we feel from the University  that there is scope for discussion in terms of the  benefits, the advantages of placing the centre because it will  play a role in the sustainability of the centre overall, however, if it is decided that the generous offer by the Government of Tonga for the centre to be hosted there, the University already sees  that our campus, that our centre in Tonga will have a more important and influential role to play in Tonga and through the centre as well so with that few remarks we would add that there’s slightly more consultations with the partners in terms of the hosting of the campus and also in terms of the mechanics used in terms of the staffing of the centre.   

 The meeting noted there are still a lot of discussions to be made before the operationalisation of the centre. The meeting directed SPC and UNIDO to keep the PEAG informed and to be consulted on the development on the PCREEE, as it was mandated by ministers to oversee the establishment and operationalising of the centre. The potential inauguration of PCREEE back to back to the PPA meeting in August 2016 was still being discussed.     
Annex 1 

Welcome Remarks and Opening Address for the Sixth Meeting of the Pacific Energy Advisory Group  

SPC, Nabua, Suva: 16 - 18 November   2015  

by

Thierry Nervale, DDT, Economic Development Division

Distinguished participants

Representatives of Development Partners

Representatives of fellow sister CROP agencies 

Representative of the private sector and the energy industry

Ladies and Gentlemen

Good morning, Bula and welcome to the Pasifika Conference room and to the Lotus Building – the home of the Economic Development Division of the Pacific Community. We changed to Pacific Community since Nov 1.  
I see some familiar faces from earlier PEAG and Energy Programme events   and hope you fully enjoyed the good weather of the weekend and I warmly welcome the new ones with the hope you will help to keep the good weather with us for the rest of the week.     

I am glad that SPC EDD is able to convene this meeting for the sixth time since the first meeting in March 2010. The purpose, composition, etc of this meeting has been put on the spotlight by a recent review of the Implementation Plan to the Energy Security Framework but the review however did not discredit the value of this meeting as a perfect platform for networking and sharing experiences and work programmes. The Pacific Centre for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency or PCREEE will be one of the topics to be discussed this week and as you appreciate, Energy Ministers has tasked this PEAG with the responsibility of overseeing the operationalisation and establishment of the PCREEE.  

There was a “Review of the Council of Regional Organisations in the Pacific (CROP) Working Group Mechanisms”, by Dr Jimmie Rodgers for the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat.  His recommendations were:

a) approve the renaming of the Pacific Energy Oversight Group (PEOG) into the CROP Energy Security Working Group (CESWG), and

b) direct PEOG to continue its support role to the Pacific Energy Advisory Group

So the recognition of this group is growing and so is its power. We therefore need to revise the ToR of the PEAG and this is something the meeting will discuss on Wednesday. 

As its name says, this is an Advisory Group and its role is primarily to provide advice. We have therefore an agenda which incorporates the key priority areas in the energy sector of PICTs. In your agenda for the next three days, I note that you will be updated on the progress on the implementation of the Denarau Communique and the meeting last year, RE, EE and the petroleum sector too. 

This year is a big year to the Pacific and globally. At the regional level, the implementation of the Framework for Pacific Regionalism is well underway.  You will appreciate that the 46th Pacific Islands forum leaders meeting at PNG was on the theme of Strengthening Connections to Enhance Pacific Regionalism, and leaders recognized the region’s  shared quest for greater energy security and energy accessibility for all is vital to promote regional connectivity, in three core areas, namely, people to people, institutional and physical connectivity. The work we all do on Energy Security enables cost effective transportation in our region to enable connectivity by road, water and air. It would enable modern communication technologies to effectively connect people and institutions and address the tyranny of distance and remoteness. Equally, it will enable to construction of the infrastructure like build bridges, roads, wharves and airports to physically connect our villages, islands and communities to the markets.    

At the global level, the world leaders have endorsed the post 2015 UN global Sustainable development Goals and it is pleasing to see Goal 7 - Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all.  

Later this month and Dec would be the COP 21 where cutting down GHG emissions would be the central topic of the discussions. I note some PICs have submitted their INDCs and their energy / emission targets and this would be an area which, we as energy officials would have to put a lot of effort on. 
It is very encouraging to see that your meeting will have an opportunity to look at case studies from member countries (Palau and Tonga and energy legislations) and Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu on the progress with their energy roadmaps and master plan. We very much welcome and commend you for the opportunity to share best practices and highlight the effort of counterparts who are closest to the ground and the communities that we all serve.  

It is pleasing to see IRENA, the Green Growth Initiative and other development partners who are with us today. Many thanks for your support.
We have some private sector organisations with us and we always welcome their participation as an opportunity to share their products, services and expertise and also to network with you, particularly our country participants.     

I sincerely hope you will have time for a little bit of shopping in Suva and as you return home this week let me wish you and your colleagues, loved ones and families a Festive Season filled with joy and happiness. 

I wish you all the best in your meeting and it is now my pleasure to declare this meeting open. 
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	SOLOMON ISLANDS
	6. 
	Mr. John Korinihona

Director of Energy

Ministry of Mines, Energy and Rural Electrification

PO Box G37

Honiara

SOLOMON ISLANDS

TEL:
[677] 21522/21521

E-MAIL:
john.korinihona@yahoo.com



	TONGA
	7. 
	Dr. Tevita Tukunga 

Director of Energy

Ministry of Meteorology, Energy, Information, Disaster Management, Environment, Climate Change, & Communications

Nuku'alofa, Tonga
P.O Box 917
KINGDOM of TONGA
TEL:       [676] 24794

E-MAIL: ttukunga@gmail.com



	TONGA
	8. 
	Mr. Kakaumoeloa Foliaki

Energy officer

Ministry of Meteorology, Energy, Information, Disaster Management, Environment, Climate Change, & Communications

Nuku'alofa, Tonga
P.O Box 917
KINGDOM OF TONGA
TEL:       [676] 24794

E-MAIL: kfoliaki30@gmail.com


	TUVALU
	9. 
	Mr. Mafalu Lotolua

General Manager 

Tuvalu Electricity Corporation 

Vaiaku 

Funafuti 

TUVALU 

TEL:        [688] 20352 

E-MAIL: mlotolua@tectuvalu.tv / mafaluloto2@gmail.com 



	VANUATU
	10. 
	Mr. Jesse Benjaman

Director

Energy Unit 

Ministry of Lands & Natural Resources

PO Box 9067

Port Vila

VANUATU

TEL:
[678] 25201

E-MAIL:
benjaminjes@gmail.com


MEMBERS OF THE PACIFIC ENERGY OVERSIGHT GROUP

	COUNTRY
	
	PARTICIPANT DETAILS

	IUCN
	11. 
	Mr. Anare Matakiviti 

Project Manager - Energy 

IUCN Regional Office for Oceania


Private Mail Bag

Suva

FIJI

TEL: 
[679] 3100392

E-MAIL: anare.matakiviti@iucn.org


	PIFS
	12. 
	Mr. Scott Hook

Economic Infrastructure Adviser

Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat

Private Mail Bag

Suva

FIJI

Tel: 
[679] 322 0221

E-mail: 
scotth@forumsec.org.fj



	PIFS
	13. 
	Ms. Linda Kaua

Economic Reform Officer

Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat

Private Mail Bag

Suva

FIJI

TEL:
[679] 331 2600

EMAIL:
lindak@forumsec.org.fj


	PIFS – PEC FUND
	14. 
	Mr. Jonathan Mitchell 

Project Manager – Pacific Environment Community (PEC) Fund

Strategic Partnerships & Coordination Programme (SPCP)

Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat

Private Mail Bag

Suva

FIJI

TEL:       [679] 331 2600

E-MAIL: JonathanM@forumsec.org.fj


	PPA
	15. 
	Mr. Gordon Chang

Deputy Executive Director

Pacific Power Association

Private Mail Bag

Suva

FIJI

TEL:
[679] 3306022

E-MAIL:
gordonc@ppa.org.fj 



	USP
	16. 
	Dr. Atul K. Raturi 

Head of School 

School of Engineering & Physics

University of the South Pacific 

Private Mail Bag 

Suva 

FIJI

TEL:
(679) 32 32437 

E-MAIL: atul.raturi@usp.ac.fj


	
	17. 
	Dr. Anirudh Singh

Associate Professor of Physics 

School of Engineering & Physics

University of the South Pacific 

Private Mail Bag 

Suva 

FIJI

E-mail: anirudh.singh@usp.ac.fj



	
	18. 
	Iresh Lal

Development Manager

Development Marketing, Communications & Alumni Office

University of the South Pacific 

Private Mail Bag 

Suva 

FIJI

TEL:       (679) 323 2142

E-mail: iresh.lal@usp.ac.fj



DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS

	COUNTRY
	
	PARTICIPANT DETAILS

	IRENA
	19. 
	Ms. Arieta Gonelevu Rakai



Programme Officer, Islands

IRENA Headquarters

Masdar City

PO Box 236

Abu Dhabi

United Arab Emirates


TEL: +9712417995

E-MAIL: ARakai@irena.org




	IRENA
	20. 
	Ms. Silia Ualesi Kilepoa 

Pacific Coordinator

International Renewable Energy Agency

C/- Secretariat of the Pacific 

Regional Office

PMB

Suva 

FIJI 

TEL : [679] 3379401

E-MAIL: SKilepoa@irena.org 



	Global Green Growth Initiative (GGGI)
	21. 
	Ms. Katerina Syngellakis 

Country Representative for Fiji & Vanuatu

Global Green Growth Institute

Level 8, Ro Lalabalavu House, Victoria Parade

Suva

FIJI

P.O. Box 2351

Government buildings

Suva

FIJI

TEL: [679] 9992079

E-MAIL: katerina.syngellakis@gggi.org


	UNDP
	22. 
	Mr. Thomas Jensen 

Environment and Energy Specialist

UNDP PC

Private Mail Bag

Suva


FIJI

TEL: 
[679] 330 0399

E-MAIL:
thomas.jensen@undp.org


	UNIDO
	23. 
	Mr. Martin Lugmayr
Sustainable Energy Expert

Energy Branch - Climate Policy and Networks Unit

United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)
Vienna International Center
P.O. Box 300, 

A-1400 Vienna

AUSTRIA


Office: +43 (0)1 26026 3595 

E-MAIL: M.LUGMAYR@unido.org



	
	24. 
	


ENERGY INDUSTRY AND THE PRIVATE SECTOR

	COUNTRY
	
	PARTICIPANT DETAILS

	FIJI COMMERCE COMMISSION
	25. 
	Mr. Rahul Goundar

Market Analyst 

Fiji Commerce Commission

Garden City

Raiwai

Suva

FIJI

TEL: [679] 3372178

E-MAIL: rahul@commcomm.gov.fj


	MV SOLAR (FIJI) LTD


	26. 
	Mr. Don Bruce 

Director

MV Solar (Fiji) Ltd
PO Box 3764

Lautoka
FIJI

 

TEL:[ 679] 9998575                                          
E-MAIL: don@coral.com.fj                                   
                                          

	MV SOLAR (FIJI) LTD


	27. 
	Mr. Raijeli Qeteqetelevu

Resort Manager

MV Solar (Fiji) Ltd
PO Box 3764

Lautoka

FIJI

E-MAIL: jeli@coral.com


	MV SOLAR (FIJI) LTD


	28. 
	Mr. Niko Bruce

Island Manager

MV Solar (Fiji) Ltd
PO Box 3764

Lautoka

FIJI

Tel:        [679] 9984354

E-MAIL: niko@coral.com.fj


	MV SOLAR (FIJI) LTD


	29. 
	Ms. Amy Hidreth 

Administration

MV Solar (Fiji) Ltd
PO Box 3764

Lautoka

FIJI

TEL:        [679] 9984354

E-MAIL: amy@coral.com.fj


	Sunergise
	30. 
	Mr. Jonathan Kahn

Director, Business Development
Sunergise Group

TEL:        [679] 804-1090

E-MAIL: jonathan.k@sunergisegroup.com


	The Sustainable Energy Industry Association of the Pacific Islands (SEIAPI)
	31. 
	Mr. Bruce Clay

Clay Engineering

Director

Lot 13 Carpenter Street, 

Raiwai

Suva  

FIJI

TEL:
[679] 36 3880


E-MAIL:
bruce@clayenergy.com.fj




SECRETARIAT OF THE PACIFIC COMMUNITY
	COUNTRY
	
	PARTICIPANT DETAILS

	SECRETARIAT OF THE PACIFIC COMMUNITY [SPC]
	32. 
	Mr. Solomone Fifita

Deputy Director 

Economic Development Division

Secretariat of the Pacific Community

Private Mail Bag

Suva

FIJI

TEL:
[679] 337 0733

E-MAIL: solomonf@spc.int


	
	33. 
	Dr Kifle Kahsai

Chief Geoscientist

SPC Geoscience Division

PM Bag, GPO, Suva

Fiji

TEL: +679 3381377

EiMAIL: kiflek@spc.int


	
	34. 
	Rupeni Mario

Team Leader

North Rep Project

E-MAIL: rupenim@spc.int



	
	35. 
	Mr. Alan Bartmanovich

Petroleum Adviser

E-MAIL: alanb@spc.int



	
	36. 
	Ms Pritanshu Singh

Assistant Petroleum Officer

E-MAIL: pritanshuas@spc.int


	
	37. 
	Ms Makereta Lomaloma

Energy Efficiency Adviser

E-MAIL: makeretas@spc.int


	
	38. 
	Ms Sarah Hemstock

Team leader – PACTVET

E-MAIL: sarahh@spc.int



	
	39. 
	Mr. Nixon Kua

PACTVET Sustainable Energy Advisor

E-MAIL: nixonk@spc.int


	
	40. 
	Mr. Frank Vukikomoala

Energy Database Officer

E-MAIL: frankv@spc.int

	
	41. 
	Ms Koin Etuati
Energy Policy Officer

E-MAIL: koine@spc.int


	
	42. 
	Ms Amali Shaw

Assistant Database Officer

E-MAIL: amalis@spc.int 



	
	43. 
	Ms Adi Kuini Rabo

Assistant Energy officer

E-MAIL : kuinir@spc.int


	
	44. 
	Mr Delton Jones

Economic Advisor

E-MAIL : deltonjspc.int




	
	45. 
	Mr Ville Peltovuori

ODI Fellow: Energy/Transport Economist

E-MAIL: villep@spc.int


	
	46. 
	Ms Pooja Pal

Administrative Assistant

E-MAIL: poojap@spc.int


	
	47. 
	Mr. Paefou Panapa

ICT Helpdesk Assistant

E-MAIL: fionar@spc.int




Annex 3 - DRAFT MINUTES OF THE 4th MEETING OF THE PRDR STEERING COMMITTEE

10 DECEMBER 2014

PASIFIKA CONFERENCE ROOM, SPC

SUVA, FIJI

Key Decisions Made:

The meeting:

i. Endorsed the minutes of the third steering committee meeting.

ii. Endorsed American Samoa to be represented in the Steering Committee (SC) of the Pacific Regional Data Repository (PRDR) and accepted Mr Sione Lousiale Kava’s offer to be the focal point in American Samoa for the PRDR. 

iii. Noted the further developments and progress of the PRDR since its launch during the SIDS Conference at Samoa in September 2014.

iv. Agreed to recommend to Ministers that SPC permanently host the PRDR and for the SC to be discontinued and its role be taken over by the PEAG meeting. 

v. Noted the status of the funding support from the World Bank, with follow-up discussions to be undertaken with SPC on a Technical Assistance to the PRDR.

vi. Noted the update on the Russian funds which is still under consideration, with ESCAP to follow-up with the team in Bangkok on the status of the funding.

1. Introduction:

1.1 The fourth meeting of the PRDR SC (PRDR SC4) was held on 10th December 2014 during the fifth meeting of the Pacific Energy Advisory Group (PEAG) at the Pasifika Conference Room, Lotus Building, SPC Office in Nabua, Fiji.

1.2 The meeting was attended by the following members of the SC [Australia, Kiribati, ESCAP, NZ, Palau, PIFS, Samoa, Tonga, USP and Wallis and Futuna] and including other participants attending the PEAG meeting.  The Participants List is attached as Annex 2 of the draft PEAG Minutes. 

1.3 The meeting began with an introduction of the PRDR and the SC meeting by the secretariat, acknowledging that the 2014 PEAG meeting provided an opportunity for the most number of participants to participate in the meeting of the PRDR SC. 

2. Adoption of the Agenda

2.1
The Chair welcomed the members present and the agenda was adopted as presented. The agenda is attached as Annex 2.   

3.
Adoption of the Minutes of the 3rd meeting of the SC   

3.1 The secretariat presented the minutes which was mostly to do with the final preparations for the launch of the PRDR at the Third SIDS Conference in Samoa in September 2014; hence, the decisions made have been carried out. On inviting comments on the minutes, American Samoa noted its minimal participation in the PRDR and volunteered to participate in the works of the SC and also offered to be the national point of contact for the PRDR.  This offer was acknowledged and accepted by the committee and the secretariat reminded the meeting that the SC’s membership is open-ended to all PICTs and development partners.  

3.2 The meeting adopted the minutes of the PRDR SC3. 

4. An update of the PRDR and future directions

4.1 The secretariat provided an update on the PRDR since the launch at the SIDS meeting. This included:  
· Country visits to raise awareness and buy-in to the initiative continued. Countries visited in 2014 included Samoa, Palau, FSM, RMI, Tonga, Tuvalu, Kiribati, and Vanuatu
· Further updates to the PRDR Portal (http://prdrse4all.spc.int/pilot/ ) have been undertaken, as follows: 
· Re-development of the portal content changing from  the open source programme Grails to Drupal;

· Drupal shared the advantage over Grails in terms of development time being much faster and that Drupal has many built-in features such as security access features, work flow process, quick links and project web page templates among many  other features that could be easily used for the PRDR portal; 

· As of to date the PRDR portal is still a pilot site currently being edited for final changes before the portal is taken out into production. Features now available include Document Library, Project Database, Datasets of raw data, Events log, with supportive features to make the portal more user friendly.

· Developments in the Portal production also included the request for the inclusion of country specific sites that can directly feed into the regional portal. Vanuatu and Tuvalu are among the two countries selected which SPC is currently assisting in developing their national sites. Once this is completed, the national site feature of the PRDR portal will also be offered to the PICTs that currently don’t have a national website.

· For the remaining PRDR activities planned for  2015, SPC has the following planned activities:
· SPC began the procurement arrangement for a new server to host the PRDR portal under the EUEI PDF funding in November 2014. It is planned that by February 2015, the Server should be installed at SPC with the PRDR portal to be put into production from the current pilot site.
· Continued efforts to be in undertaking country awareness missions and buy-in to the PRDR initiative

· Furthering the PRDR portal outreach by supporting and strengthening  country capacities on developing their national sites and databases

· Completion of the PRDR Portal outlay features for a more interactive and user friendly system with the following to come on line: Feedback features for monitoring of the PRDR, People database to capture experts and consultants, Updates and notification features to members, and detailed interactive charts and tables.

4.2 
IRENA reflected on the linkages the PRDR has to other websites that share the Pacific and related data and also the need for the PRDR to be compatible with the internet speed in the countries so that the downloading doesn’t take too long considering that the portals is and will continue to grow.
4.3 
The secretariat clarified that there are already plans in place to purchase a state of the art server to provide fast internet to the PRDR partners. In terms of countries with slower internet speed, the development of the PRDR is already considering providing a subset of the PRDR site where countries can access it locally. In terms of connecting to other related sites – the PRDR software (Drupal) has built-in features that could easily be linked to other sites and vice-versa.

4.3 UNDP raised questions on: (i) the status of the template cabinet submission seeking endorsement in principle to release all primary energy data and information from the primary data sources, and (ii) that a wealth of country-owned data and information are with the development partners and accessing these may be on a case-by- case basis and through some formal correspondence from SPC and/or the PRDR national focal points.   This would be a proactive approach to accessing national and regional data, noting that some may be confidential.  

4.4
The secretariat clarified that the template cabinet paper served three purposes:  (i) to raise awareness of the PRDR initiative at the line ministries and at the operational level, (ii) to endorse a national coordinating office and focal point for the PRDR initiative, and (iii) to authorise the conduct of a national consultation workshop with stakeholders to seek their buy-in and to address the data sharing challenges that are specific to each country. 

The secretariat noted that an official correspondence to development partners about having access to their data and information is some of the remaining activities to be pursued for the PRDR and the suggestions provided by UNDP is welcomed and taken note of for the PRDR team to pursue.
4.5 
The meeting noted questions raised by the Fiji Department of Energy on the procedure in place for PICTs  to directly input their data to the portal and the need for training on energy balances to be part of the future in-country activities or as a regional event. The secretariat noted that strengthening PICTs capacity, including directly inputting data into the portal, and country spaces are currently being developed beginning with Tuvalu and Vanuatu. The secretariat also clarified that energy balances and Sankey diagrams are among the detailed interactive graphic features that are also targeted for the portal, and gave the assurance that energy balances will be part of the country training activities planned for 2015.
4.6
The meeting was in support of the PRDR’s future plans to assist countries in developing their specific sites. It was noted that having country spaces will also address the propriety and confidentiality issues as the country themselves will be inputting data into the portal.
5. PRDR hosting arrangements
5.1 The meeting recalled that the Regional Meeting of Energy Ministers in April 2014 welcomed SPC to host the PRDR for 12 months on an interim basis, noting a review of this arrangement will be conducted after 12 months to identify a long-term hosting arrangement and for this to be circulated to ministers out of session for decision.
5.2 The Chair reiterated the importance of identifying a permanent host for the PRDR and the importance of giving some confidence and certainty to the permanent host sooner rather than later. In raising these points the meeting joined the Chair in:   
5.2.1 
Acknowledging SPC’s effort and commitment of internal financial, staff and office resources to the PRDR development noting that quite a lot of progress has been achieved to date resulting in a lot of positive momentum, awareness and support.  

5.2.2 Noting that there is a need for security, continuity and confidence for SPC as the host and for the development partners to continue to dedicate or commit resources to the ongoing development of the PRDR, as some assistance are likely to be delayed or withheld until the permanent hosting arrangement is made.

5.2.3
Noting that there is also a need, from a government point of view as well, to have a sense of certainty and continued ownership of the PRDR, depending on where it will be hosted. 
 5.2.4
Agreeing therefore that in the absence of any alternative interest and given SPC’s unique position on the PRDR, SPC be the permanent host of the PRDR. 

5.2.5 Agreeing that the SC be accordingly discontinued and its PRDR oversight role be now taken up by the meeting of the Pacific Energy Advisory Group (PEAG).

5.3 Tuvalu expressed its support and moved a motion to endorse SPC as the permanent host of the PRDR  
5.4 Mr Sione Kava on behalf of American Samoa seconded the motion.
5.5 NZ supported endorsing SPC as the permanent host and raised the question on the longer implications on SPC’s resources. The secretariat noted that its work on the energy database is a core part of its energy planning and policy works as well as its monitoring and evaluation and therefore it will continue to give it resources whether there is a PRDR or not. This is why it has secured the services of an application developer and a database assistant for the PRDR. SPC is currently in the process of procuring a dedicated server for the PRDR and the current resources available with SPC can continue this support for a few years but with the notion to continue searching for more resources particularly as we move on to the next phase in assisting and strengthening countries to set up their own database that will feed into the regional portal. 

5.6 Australia strongly supported SPC to continue to be the host for the PRDR and on a permanent basis, acknowledging the satisfactory effort by SPC to date and stating that Australia fully supports the initiative as being worthwhile and important. Australia also believed that the PEAG meeting should be the correct body that the PRDR reports to and be guided by. Australia therefore endorsed the dissolution of the PRDR SC. In terms of funding, Australia provides core support to the Economic Development Division of SPC and PRDR is a beneficiary of this support and that Australia is highly satisfied with their funding going into the initiative.

6. Funding support relating to the PRDR
6.1 World Bank funding support

The meeting was informed that the development of the Technical Assistance (TA) from the World Bank is quite advanced and the only thing holding it back is the confirmation of the  permanent host. In a nutshell, the TA has 3 components: (i) Diagnostic activity – looking at the current data strategy in countries, power utilities benchmarking and waste to energy; (ii) Consultation with stakeholders and filling in the gaps that might exist from what has already been done, and (iii) Development of a medium term Strategic Plan for the PRDR looking at longer term institutional arrangements for the PRDR. 

6.2 Russian funds

It was reported to the meeting that this is still under consideration. The Plan is for the Russian Federation to provide funding assistance for the PRDR supporting 3 country workshops in the Solomon Islands, PNG and Nauru. The feedback received to date is that the funding is still under consideration by the Russian Embassy in Bangkok and that they will keep SPC informed of any progress to the decision. ESCAP will also follow-up on the progress as well. 

7. Any Other business 

There wasn’t any other business. The Chair thanked members and the participants for their participation and contribution. The meeting was therefore adjourned at about 10.30 am.   

Annex 1 

The Participants List is attached as Annex 2 to the PEAG meeting minutes
Annex 2

Agenda 
4TH MEETING OF THE PRDR STEERING COMMITTEE

PASIFIKA CONFERENCE ROOM, SPC

SUVA, FIJI

1. Adoption of the Minutes from the 3rd Meeting of the SC

2. An update of the PRDR - Frank Vukikomoala and Dennis Higgins

3. Discussion of the process of the review of the PRDR Hosting Arrangements - to be led by ESCAP

 See outcome from the Ministers' Meeting below:

["Welcomed the PRDR initiative and commended UNESCAP for leading the initial work in this important area. Ministers welcomed the decision for SPC to host the PRDR for 12 months on an interim basis, noting a review of this arrangement will be conducted after 12 months, and looked forward to receiving the outcome of the review 
and its recommendations on the long-term hosting arrangements for PRDR to be ‘circulated to ministers out of session’ for decision. Agreed the current steering committee will provide an oversight support role to SPC during 
the 12-month interim hosting period."]

4. Funding support relating to the PRDR:

· The World Bank TA Support – Kamlesh Khelawan

· ESCAP - Russian Funds 

5. AOB
