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Climate witness: community toolkit

 WWF-South Pacific Programme
 Atmosphere and Climate

The Pacific islands are uniquely vulnerable to a variety of unpredictable events - natural disasters, including potential climate change impact, as well as health emergencies. The region is made up of mainly very small countries with poor socio-economic development. These and other contextual factors result in unique challenges in building systems, skills and experience necessary to maintain and promote a well functioning national society.
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Climate proofing: a risk-based approach to adaptation: summary for policy and decision makers

 Asian Development Bank (ADB)
 Atmosphere and Climate

The Pacific Islands region faces increasing environmental and socioeconomic pressures exacerbated by global climate change and climate variability.1 Adaptation to climate change and variability (CCV) is ultimately an issue of sustainable development. Even without climate change, Pacific island countries are already severely affected by climate variability and extremes, and they remain extremely vulnerable to future changes in the regional climate that could increase the risks.
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Up in smoke? Asia and the Pacific: the threat from climate change to human development and the environment: based on contributions from the the fifth report from the working group on climate change and development

 NEF - New Economics Foundation,  International Institute for Environment Development
 Atmosphere and Climate

The human drama of climate change will largely be played out in Asia, where over 60 per cent of the world's population, around four billion people, live. Over half of those live near the coast, making them directly vulnerable to sea-level rise. Disruption to the region's water cycle caused by climate change also threatens the security and productivity of the food systems upon which they depend. In acknowledgement, both of the key meetings in 2007 and 2008 to secure a global climate agreement will be in Asia.

Available electronically
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A strategic environmental assessment of Fiji's tourism development plan

 WWF-SPP


The Asian Development Bank (ADB), in co-operation with the Government of New Zealand is formulating the Pacific Regional Environmental Strategy. This will review major environmental challenges in the region and put forward strategic objectives

and activities for ADB assistance.

Available electronically

Call Number: [EL]

Physical Description: 109 p. ; 29 cm
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Pacific genes & life patents : Pacific Indigenous experiences & analysis of the commodification & ownership of life

 Call of the Earth Llamado de la Tierra,  The United Nations University Institute of Advanced Studies


This book comprises the offerings of sixteen indigenous Pacific writers and presents the first publication of its kind in the region in terms of profiling the direct experiences of Pacific indigenous communities who have had an acrimonious encounter with science, biotechnology and intellectual property rights
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The flora and vegetation of Swains island

 University of Hawaii
 Land

Landing on Swains Island is made on the west side at Taulaga, the only village on the island. Besides a small number of thatched, Samoan- style huts ("fale"), Taulaga has a small white church and a large, barn- like copra shed. Leading from the copra shed to the nearby beach are old railway tracks which were once used to transport copra from the shed to the beach for transfer to cargo vessels. Nearby is a large cleared area that may one day be made into an airport runway to link Swains Island by air to Tutuila, the main island of American Samoa.
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An annotated check list of the corals of American Samoa

 The Smithsonian Institution
 Coastal and Marine

Reef coral collections from American Samoa are in the National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C., and in the Hessisches Landesmuseum, Darmstadt, W. Germany. The author has a collection of 790 coral specimens for a total of 1547 items known to be from American Samoa.

A total of 177 species (including 3 species of non-scleractinian corals) belonging to 48 genera and subgenera (including the genera Millepora and Heliopora) known to date are listed with data as of frequency of occurrence and habitat.

Available online
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Species numbers relationships in an assemblage of reef-building corals: McKean Island, Phoenix islands

 The Smithsonian Institution
 Land  Coastal and Marine  Built Environment  Biodiversity

Species-numbers relationships in the McKean Island assemblage

of reef-building corals were investigated to discover how they changed along environmental gradients of the reef. For the purposes of the study, two gradients were identified — a complex depth gradient and a wave exposure gradient.

Available online

Call Number: [EL]

Physical Description: 42 p.
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Christmas Island (Pacific Ocean); reconnaissance geologic observation

 The Smithsonian Institution
 Land  Inland Waters

Christmas island3, the largest atoll in the world in terms of
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Notes on the verterbrate fauna of Tongareva atoll

 The Smithsonian Institution
 Land  Biodiversity

At the time of the POBSP visit, cats (Felis domestica), dogs
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The natural history of Johnston atoll, Central Pacific Ocean

 The Smithsonian Institution


Although the atoll was discovered in 1796 and claimed by the United States in 1858, it was uninhabited except for brief visits by guano miners, adventurers, government scientists and military personnel until 1936, when the U.S. Navy began developing first a seaplane base and later an airstrip and refueling facilities which served as an important link from

the Hawaiian Islands to the western Pacific during World War II.

Available online

Call Number: [EL]

Physical Description: 502 p.
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The natural history of Namoluk atoll, eastern Caroline islands : with identification of vascular flora

 The Smithsonian Institution
 Land

As of 1969, the scientific community had no general information on the natural history of Namoluk Atoll in the Eastern Caroline Islands of Micronesia. The only significant published source for the atoll was an ethnographic and linguistic account provided by the German physician.
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Linkages between Mangrove Forests and Coral Reefs: quantifying disturbance effects and energy flow between systems

 Oregon State University
 Land  Built Environment

Interface habitats, areas where aquatic and terrestrial habitats intersect, play important functional roles. Interface habitats mediate the exchange of resources (e.g.. energy,

nutrients, water), alter abiotic gradients (e.g.. temperature, salinity, pH. sedimentation, nutrients), insulate abutting habitats from disturbances, and serve as critical habitat in
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Biogeography of reptiles on some of the Islands and Cays of Eastern Papua New Guinea

 The Smithsonian Institution
 Land  Biodiversity

During participation in part of the Fairbridge Expedition

to New Guinea, February to May, 1969, I had opportunity to visit 17 islands and cays east of the New Guinea mainland for sufficient time to assemble reasonably complete collections oi their terrestrial reptilian fauna. The purpose of this paper is to present the results of that survey. Fairbridge (1971 ) has previously published a brief report on the expedition and. a more detailed one is in preparation.

Available online

Call Number: [EL]

Physical Description: 41 p.
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Sand cays of Tongatapu

 The Smithsonian Institution
 Coastal and Marine

Tongatapu, like Tahiti, was visited by many early

European navigators and was one of the first of the South

Pacific islands to be charted in any detail. Though it was

discovered (and named Amsterdam Island) by Tasman in

January 1643 (Sharp 1968, 152-158), the first comments on

the sand cays of the surrounding reefs were made by Cook

during his second voyage, with the Resolution and Adventure,

in October 1773. On this occasion Cook spent less than a

week at Tongatapu, anchored in the northwest, and commented
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Coral reef resilience and resistance to bleaching

 International Union for Nature Conservation (IUCN)
 Coastal and Marine

Coral reefs are vital ecosystems, providing a source of income, food arid coastal protection for millions of people; arid recent studies have shown that coral reef goods and services provide an annual net benefit of US$30 billion to economies worldwide
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Marine turtles in the Phoenix Islands

 Smithsonian Institution
 Land  Coastal and Marine

During the period February 13 to 20, 1973, a visit was made to Canton Island for the purpose of conducting a preliminary survey of marine turtle nesting populations. Although previous investigators have described the sea birds (Buddle, 1938; Murphy G., 1954), insects (Van Zwaluwenburg, 1943, 1955), and vegetation (Hatheway, 1955), very little is known about the marine environment of Canton or the other seven atolls (Enderbury, Birnie, Phoenix, Sydney, Hull, Gardner and McKean) which comprise the Phoenix group.
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The vascular flora and terrestrial vertebrates of Vostok Island, South-central Pacific

 The Smithsonian Instituion
 Land

In 1965 Vostok Island was visited briefly by Sibley and five members of the Pacific Ocean Biological Survey Program (POBSPJ of the Smithsonian Institution. Observations were made from 0900 15 June through 1300 16 June and collections were made of vascular plants, fish, reptiles, birds, mammals, and avian ectoparasites. A small number of seabirds was banded.

Available online

Call Number: [EL]

Physical Description: 12 Pages
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Notes on the vascular flora and terrestrial vertebrates of Caroline atoll Southern Line Islands

 The Smithsonian Institution
 Land

From 0900 on 17 June to 0615 on 19 June 1965 Caroline Atoll was visited by a field party from the Pacific Ocean Biological Survey Program (POBSP) of the Smithsonian Institution. The field party, led by Sibley, collected and made observations on vascular plants, fish, reptiles, mammals, and birds. All islands with the exception of the northern two-thirds of Nake were visited. Prior knowledge of the biota of Caroline Atoll is very scant, deriving almost entirely from the visits of F. D. Bennett in 1835, Devoy in 1875, and the U.S.S. Hartford in 1883.
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Plants of Satawal Island, Caroline Islands

 The Smithsonian Institution
 Land

Satawal is a small flat coral island in the west central Caroline Islands about 1050 km east-south-east of Yap Island, at latitude 7'21' N, longitude 147'02' E. Although its surface is locally somewhat irregular, its greatest height is not more than about 4 meters above mean low water. Its long axis is about east-west and its area is 1.3 square km. It is surrounded by a fringing reef upward of 100 meters wide. It has no lagoon, so would be classified according to Tayama's scheme as a table reef. From the viewpoint of land ecology it is an atoll.
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